
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 Crisis arises when things are not 

properly put in place. It reflects when 

something is critical or when any event 

can lead to an unstable and dangerous 

situation that affects an individual, 

group, community or society. Nigeria’s 

education system has gone through 

crises that have affected individuals, 

groups, communities and the society at 

large. There are causes of these crises in 

the system which will be elaborately 

discussed in the paper in other to find a 

lasting solution to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concept of Crisis 

 The word crisis is originated 

from the Greek word “Krisis”and has so 

many definitions which make it very 

hard to define. Khaled and Tevhide 

(2018) opine that crisis involves a period 

of discontinuity, a situation where the 

core values of the system is under threat, 

and which requires critical decision 

making. Unless critical measures are 

taken to combat crisis and it causes, 

crisis won’t be done with. This is so 

because crisis does not surface instantly 
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Abstract  

The existence of crisis in Nigeria’s education system cannot be 
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in any system but rooted in the history 

of any system. 

 Ithaar (2011) argues that the 

concept of crisis is an idiomatic concept 

used by  Arabs as an indication for 

severity and drought. Severity and 

drought has to do with something or a 

system that is malnourished and dying 

dry. The Nigeria’s education system is 

really suffering from drought and if not 

looked into properly, the system may in 

future die dry. 

 Crisis is a significant threat of 

operations that can have negative 

consequences if not handled properly. 

The threat is the potential damage a 

crisis can inflict on any system. 

 

Forms of Crisis 

 Bhasin (2019) opines the 

following different forms of crisis thus: 

1. Technological Crisis 

2. Financial Crisis 

3. Natural Crisis 

4. A crisis of Malice 

 

Technological crisis:  
 This has to do with any 

breakdown in technology that an 

organization uses. This in turn creates 

hindrance in the service of customers. 

The same applies to the Nigeria’s 

education system. A breakdown in 

technologies within the system can 

affect the output of the system. 

 

Financial crisis: 

 Finance is an integral part of 

any system and so lack of finance can 

create crisis. Financial crisis happens 

when an organization is hit by the 

sudden loss of a large amount of money. 

These include bankruptcy, revenue 

losses, inflation or sudden change of 

trend in the market which can cause the 

financial crisis in an organization. It is 

so with Nigeria’s education system as 

lack of finance can stop every activity 

which is very difficult and damaging for 

the entire system. 

 

Natural crisis 

 This takes place because of the 

occurrence of natural phenomena such 

as earthquake, volcano, floods, storms, 

or any other act of nature. The best way 

of dealing with this form of crisis is 

making adequate planning for it or else 

at large it can affect even Nigeria’s 

education system. 

 

A crisis of Malice 

 Competition that is not healthy 

brings about adversaries and when 

parties competing play tactics to 

outshine each other especially real nasty 

tactics to ruin the image of their 

opponent, it then leads to a crisis of 

malice. In the education system Nigeria 

operates, there is an unhealthy 

competition for resources between the 

government and unions of the tertiary, 

secondary and primary institutions due 

to inadequate infrastructures, and 

welfare of employees. This in turn leads 

to malice in form of strikes and other 

industrial actions. 
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Causes of Crisis in Nigeria’s 

Education System 

 The causes of crisis in Nigeria’s 

education system are many but we will 

try to highlight some of the major ones 

thus: 

a. Poor governance and 

management: The education system is 

no exception of poor governance as it 

can be seen in government’s attitude 

towards crucial problems of education, 

especially its quality. Olawale (2017) 

opines that this situation can be noticed 

on every level of government as it is 

seen that basic universal education 

suffers most because primary education 

is neither fully controlled by the federal 

government nor by the state or the local 

government. 

b. Poor funding: Education is 

capital intensive and should be funded 

properly. However, the education sector 

is faced with insufficient funding. Thus 

inability of the government at all levels 

to adequately finance education in the 

country is a major problem to the crisis 

in the system. Tijani, Ibrahim, and Musa 

(2012) lament that lack of funds has 

prevented the execution of meaningful 

projects in most of our schools today. 

c. Corruption: Corruption in 

Nigeria affects every sector of the 

economy including the educational 

system. Corruption occurs at a very high 

rate and at every level. The issue of 

bribes has not only been peculiar to 

tertiary institutions but to secondary and 

primary schools. Funds meant for 

infrastructural development, salaries, 

maintenance, and logistics are being 

diverted and mismanaged too. This is 

one of a major cause of crisis going on 

in the system which must be seriously 

battled with by not only the government 

but by the conscience of individuals too. 

d. Poor infrastructural 

development for institutions: The 

infrastructural development of most 

schools and institutions in Nigeria are in 

very bad conditions. Teaching 

environment is not conducive; school 

structures are in bad shape and in most 

schools teaching materials are difficult 

to access. This is no news as we can see 

around us schools in several regions of 

Nigeria that are faced with the above 

challenge. This in the long run makes 

teachers to feel bad and not motivated to 

put in their creative best. 

 

Solutions to the Crisis in Nigeria’s 

Education System 

 Crisis in Nigeria’s education 

system cannot be stopped entirely 

because it has to do with corruption that 

has eaten deeply into both the 

government and individuals but all hope 

is not lost as it can be controlled using 

individual consciousness and the 

following recommendations thus: 

1. The federal government should 

take full responsibility of education in 

Nigeria thereby monitoring both the 

state and local government authorities. 

By so doing, accessibility to quality 

education won’t be compromised. 

2. Education should also be 

properly funded because it is an 

essential service that should be well 

funded by the three tiers of government. 
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Adequate investment in education and 

the prudent use of funds could salvage 

the educational system crisis. 

3. More institutions should be 

given charge to monitor and stop 

corruption at the primary, secondary and 

tertiary institutions. The little funds 

expended to education for infrastructural 

development should be properly and 

effectively monitored by government 

agencies to forestall diversion by the 

leadership of such institutions. 

4. Teachers should be re-enforced 

positively and regularly by payments of 

their entitlements, salaries, and 

allowances. This will make teachers 

active, innovative and devoted to their 

service. 

 

Conclusion 

 The crisis in Nigeria’s education 

is being caused by the problems going 

on within the system and if not 

controlled, then the crisis won’t stop. 

With the recommendations herein, it is 

believed that these crises will be history 

or controlled to minimal. 
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